5 : it nation is a great while before they can ſee; and generally they muſt feel firſt, before their ö 
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Dies, hora, nomentum, evertendi dominationibus ſuffi 2 adamantinis credebantyr radicibus 
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PUBLISHED WITH ILLUSTRATIONS, 


m ORDER BRIBFLY Oo SHEW 


10 che! Imparcial and Conſiderate the Importance of perfect Harmony between 
GREAT Britain and the Coloxiks, their Merits, the Benefits thence ac. 
erued to this Kingdom in point of Empire, Manufactures, Commerce, 
Wealth and Naval Strength; and the Origin and Progreſs of their [oe Ip 
\ Unhappy Difference; with Intent to promote their cordial and perpetual 3 
' Union, for their mutual _ and 5 with which __ 1 an is 
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There i is no | tore in the fall of the * fortune, when it once bai to fal it is impoſ- 


ble to ſtop. it, D..Dizco SAAVEDRA FAX AR Do. 


fight is quite cleared, This maketh it ſo long before they can ſee their i interell, that for the 
moſt p part it is too late for them to purſue it. Maxis of HALLIT Ax. 
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Agar for the Council e your E MAJESTY's 8 Profince 
WT 7 Meer 3 in New, 7 ENGLAND, - 


| Mosr HUMBLY SHEWETH, 


HAT perfect harmony between Great Bridain and. the colonies, 'S 
1 > is, in the petitioners humble opinion, matter of great importance = 
to the dignity, ſtrength, ſafety and felicity of your majeſtys empire: 
-& _ That this deſirable harmony ſubſiſted for a long time in full force, to 
che great advance of their mutual benefit, the happy continuance whereof 
wou' d not only have cauſed the daily encreaſe of commerce, wealth, 
and naval ſtrength, but moreover have made the poſſeſſions of France 
and Spain in America pledges for their future good ee, towards 
the ſeveral parts of your majeſtys empire. = 
That this harmony continued until it was diſtarb'd by the errors road 
innovations of your majeſtys miniſters, who deviſed and purſued ſuch 
- meaſures in point of inſtitution and execution as were derogatory to thoſe 
rights- and liberties of your majoſtys American ſubjects, the long and 
àduiet enjoyment whereof, overcoming difficulties, perils, and hardſhips. 
inexpreſſible and innumerable, had raiſed your majeſtys empire out of a 
dreary howling wilderneſs, with ſo great increaſe of; commereg 
ployed two thirds, of the Britiſh ſhiping, meaſures that tended directly , 
 Quieta mouere ef abolere, to embarraſs and impoveriſh the Britiſb and Ane- 
rican merchant, and daily to diminiſh this beneficial trade and ren 
tion, inſtead of cheriſhing them. "3 
That altho' it was eyer difficult for one country to make laws for ano- 
ther, impoſſible for any man, or order of men, to judge of that which 
was never expoſed to their judgment, certain that the nature o N things 
cannot be changed by the will of man, and apparent that the authors 
of theſe meaſures had not a right ſenſe of the nature of their ſubject 
matters; yet difficulties have from time to time been laid in the way 
of receiving the information requiſite to reform their errors, and reſtore 
that harmony which wou'd be attended with unſpeakable benefits; in- 
formation which the petitioner humbly conceives the colonics had good 
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right to give in defence of their common oublic lob; this A © of de. 


gg founded in the law of nature, that is, the immutable law of 
this Vat, the facred guard of all others, having been admited 


in all ages by all temperate governments, whatever their forms were, 


and from the civil eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, it is preſumed, no ſtate: 


in Chriſtendom ever dehied i its exiltence, - or indiſpenſable nature, until 
the power of diſpenling with it er cane was aſctibed to his holineſs the 


pope, ſeveral centuries paſt by learned doctors, illuſtrious ſupporters of 
his domination, whence it was infer'd that the prince might take away 


citation, however neteſſaty defence might be. Of this opinion were 
i many 1 learned doctors; "Tong? pluri mic ti tamen Heptugnantibus, © nr, 


That the Afton af this harmbhy is by no means to be wholly 


5 aſtribedl to yout maßeſtys miniſters; 22 created a Seat breach 


in it; but the primary moers of thoſe meaſures which cauſed its diſſo- 


lution were ſeveral felf. ſecking fetvants of your majeſty in the Maſſachu- 
ſetts provines; Nhe by their ri 


irepteſentzrzötte among other miſchiefs, 
invited thoſe al forces whole atrival Ha ae attended With o 
great diſcord, outrages and grieva ma een 


That during the Jong unhappy route of Mende t and attöttkers, in- 


juries and violence, which have various Ways taken place, the council 
have, as your petitionet is rea 
ſerved their duty and the Tabs, and with Aar Eine uſed their beſt 


to verify, with care and difigence ob- 


w_ 


a < 1 


endeavours to preferve peace and good order, with due obedience of your 
majeſtys ſbjects : nevertheteſs Thomas Hutchinſon, Efq; your majeſtys 
t 20" *rnour, by certain letters written while lieutenant- governour, 


| whereof | ? prop er ps op are now lying before the right honourable the 


lords of his committee of your majeſtys council, Bath in various in- ſ 


ſtances moſt unjuſtly cenſured their conduct. 5 Ban 2 id nan 


That by the erroneous and unjuſt repreſentitivti in his letter of the 


Toth of Dec. 1768, of the proceedings of the major part of the 


iljn preparing their petition to be preſented to parliament, in order 
n a repeal of the'revenue-adts, he 'moſt injuriouſly labour'd to 


he : petition, and to ſubject the Proceedings | of the petitioners to 
cenſure, * 


„ 


That the ſpirit of his repreſentations, aggravations and propoſals re- 


ntive to the government of your majeſtys American ſubjects is ſo fevere 
and improvident, that it is humbly conceived to be incompatible with 


your 3 wildom, elemeney, and Soodneß, with the conſtant lauda- 
_ ble 
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{5 1 
ble mildneſs of the Engl; 72 governmen and with * moderation which 
is neceſſary to the preſervation of commerce, whoſe wur * ſo deli- 
cate, that touch it with the ſword and it dyes. 

That Andrew. Oliver, Eſq; your majeſtys lieütenant- .governour, by 


A his letters written when ſecretary of the province, whereof copies are 


nowlikewilelying before thelords of the committee of council,endeavour'd 


5 J 


to promote the paſſing of acts of parliament for raiſing a revenue i in America 


J | with a view to his own emolument, and not being content with his uſual 
bs appointments received from the province, as his worthy predeceſſor 
Mr. Willord had been, who ſuſtain d the office, thro' a long courſe of 
Fears with great ability and diligence, he was ſollicitous to obtain a 


greater appointment, with independance of the province, in direct vio- 
lation of its charter, in conformity to which he had ſought, ob 
tain'd, and long held the office of ſecretary; to acquire a larger 


portion of power and profit, out of the abundance of his political wits - 
dom, apt and ſufficient, under pretence of reforming. the ſtate of the 


colonies, wherein they had fo long and greatly proſper'd, to encreaſe 
their dangerous diſſenſions, he undertook to cenſure and new model 
the province charter, granted by their late excellent majeſties king 
Wilkam and queen Mary, and formed on the preparation or inſpection 
of thoſe eminent ſtate lawyers Holt and Pollexfen chief juſtices, and 
Treby and Somers, attorney and ſollicitor general, who ſo far promoted 
and ſupported the revolution, and to form a new conſtitution for the 
Province, to the great grievance of the inhabitants, whoſe ſignal ſer= 
vices relative to the preſervation and encreaſe of the ſources 
majeſtys naval empire far ſurpaſs the public lexnives performed by any 
other European colony planted in America. : 

- That altho' wiſdom requires a regard for all objects proportionate ts -- 
their value, and the cordial union of Britain with her colonies is pre- 
ſumed to be a great and worthy object of all ſound policy, for this and 
other reaſons, that diſcordid maxuma dilabuntur; yet the political ſen- 
timents of theſe two brothers are ſo far remote from the principles and 
diſpoſition of concord and harmony, that they ſeem never once to have 
conſidered that the unity and felicitation of all the parts of an empire 
54 the capital and perpetual objects of the wiſdom and care of human 
rulers. 

That the repreſentatives of the province having preſented their hum 
le even, to your mazeſty, complaining of the conduct of the gone 
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5 command of the ſeas,” 2. That all the N iſh e treaſures 


i 6 TY e 
FOO which your majeſty hath been pleaſed. to refer to the lords of | 
the conillittee of your majeſtys council for their conſideration ; and the 
council of the province having with great"eare, juſtice, and propriety 
made their obſervations upon the letters aforementioned, and paſſed ſe- 


veral reſolves. thereon ; and your majeſtys petitioner having lodged 
proper copies of their proceedings in the plantation office, in order to 


. their being laid before the carl of Dartmouth and his OR having 
des tranſmited the ſame to the council office. 


Vour majeſtys petitioner humbly prays that your wt will be 
graciouſly pleaſed to refer theſe copies of the councils pro- 

125 ceedings to the ſame honourable committee, ſo that their 

| lordſhips may have the full knowledge and conſideration of 
the whole matter, or to give ſuch royal order thereon as to 
Four majeſty in your great wiſdom and Juſtice ſhall ſeem meet; 
mmoreover humbly praying to be heard! in 1 defence of ebe con- 
: U duct of his conſtituentz. 2 


lass, n „ en B 0 L L A N. 


In Mofiration of the bein cart of this petition it any! be obſerved. 


©" That lord Bacon, in his eſſay on the true greatneſs of kingdoms and 
eſtates, ſaith, © To be maſter of the ſea is an abridgment of a mo- 
*. narch 
« plans 


“ and, after citing theſe words of Cicero, it confilium Pompeii | 
Fhemftoclum eft ; putat enim qui mari potitur eum rerum potiri, 
&« adds, that without doubt Pompey had tired out Ceſar, if upon van 


„ confidence he had not left that way. And, after taking notice that 
the battle of Allium decided the empire of the world, with great ef- 


fects of other naval victories, he faith, * thus much is'certain, that 4 


he that commands the ſea is at great liberty, and may take as much 


— 


and as little of the war as he will; whereas thoſe that be ſtrongeſt 
« by land are many times nevertheleſs in great ſtraits, ' Surely at this 
% day, with us of Europe, the vantage of ſtren 25 at ſea (which is one 
« of the principal dowries of this kingdom of Great Britain) is great, 
both becauſe moſt of the kingdoms of Europe ars not merely inland, 
« but girt with the ſea moſt part of their compaſs, and becauſe the 
« wealth of both Indies ſeems in great part but an acceſſary to the 


and 


= 7 | e e 11 . 

E wt er mbditice ſhipt in the galleons, the flota, and other ſhips be- 
= longing to. the king or his ſubjects, in conſequence of the winds and 
currents that prevail in the weſtern part of the Atlantic ocean, after 
being collected at the Havannab, paſs before the front of the Britiſb 
northern colonies in their way to Spain, and all the products of the 
French ſugar iſlands paſſing towards Europe in the like courſe, the whole 
are thereby, during a conſiderable part of their paſſage, the more ſub- 
jected in time of war to the annoyance of the Britiſb ſquadrons, and 
numerous privateers iſſuing out of our: 8 the dangers whereof 
were ſo great in the laſt war, that, according to good information, 
3 the. French planters paid 75 per cent. inſurance, and to raiſe ready money 
4 frequently ſold their ſugars at more diſproportionate prices. 3. Sir Joſiah 


„ Our plantations ſpending moſtly our Engliſh manufactures, and thoſe 
t; « of all ſorts almoſt imaginable, in egregious quantities, and employing 
n- 7 © near two thirds of all our Exgliſb ſhiping, do therein give a conſtant 
„ ſfuſtenance to it may be two hundred thouſand perſons here at home.“ 
4. According to the moſt moderate computation to me known for 
many years of the encreaſe of inhabitants in the northern colonies, 
they double their number every twenty-five years. How great the 
2 encreaſe of the Engliſb, or Britih ſhips employed in the plantation 
trade hath been hoes the 25th of March, 1698, from which time a 
general regiſtry of them hath been kept, purſuant to the ſtat. 7 and 8 
of king William, may be well known. What the encreaſe of Engliſh 
or Brith manufactures conſumed in the plantations, ' with the conſe- 
quent number of perſons thereby ſuſtained, hath been ſince Sir Jab 
F Child wrote I know not ; being alſo unacquainted with the encreaſe of 
ſubjects, or their ſlaves, in our ſugar colonies ; but it may be yobſerved 
s || that the great number of perſons employed in manufactures to be ſent. 
to all the colonies are thereby enabled to pay their taxes as well as ſup- 
port their families, the charge of the whole, with the freight and mer- 
3 chants profit, falling upon the conſumers. I am likewiſe a ſtranger to 
the kingdoms gain from having the ſole power of vending other Euro- 
pean with the Afatic commodities for the uſe of the colonies. 5. Iam 
wholly unable to aſcertain the amount of the profits ariſing to the king- 
dom from receiving, purſuant to ſeveral laws, the chief products of the 
colonies ; but am inform'd by a worthy perſon that, according to a late 
ene mda of gentlemen in Virginia and Maryland, their tobaccos, 


Child, in his diſcourſe of trade, written in the year 1692, ith, 5 
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of which, four-fifths are re-Exported flom Great Britain,” wou'd fetch 


at foreign markets, if directly exported from thoſe * h © 00,000, 


more than they now receive tor them. 


There are two ways of judging in this complicated caſe,-! in Wes 19060 


and by detail, and the former, with the aid of public notoriety, being 
ſufficient for my purpoſe, having ſet forth what little I know of the 
matter, I ſhall leave it to thoſe who are better inform'd to make their 


own calculate, after citing the following paſſages from the zuſt chap- 


FT: 


cc 


06 
0 
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ter of the intelligent Mr. Gees treatiſe * on the trade and navigation of 
Great Britain, which he begins with ſaying, © Tt is plain that the ma- 
ritime kingdoms and ſtates of Europe have encreaſed in riches and | 


power in proportion to the right regulations of their trade, the im- 
provement of manufactories, the encreaſe of their ſhiping, and the 


extent of their navigation.” ——Afterwards he faith, “It was not 


the fortune of England to be conſiderable in trade and navigation til 


the reign of queen Elizabeth, who, by the vigorous application cf 


her miniſtry, found methods of femoving the woollen manufacture 


from Flanders, and 'eſtabliſhed it here, which has made a mighty A 
progreſs, and ſpread it{-1f all over this kingdom: they found out me- 
thods of enlarging foreign trade, ſend ambaſſadours to India, Perſia, 1 
Turkey, Muſcovy, &c, where they found markets for our woollen Þ 
manufactures, and other products of this kingdom. But that which 
exceeded them all was the finding out our plantations by Sir Malter 


Ra egb, and others, which diſcoveries were improved by thoſe wor- 


thy patriots in her ſucceſſors time, who completed many ſettlements 
both in the ſugar and tobacco plantations, which were indeed the 
cauſe of the encreaſe of our ſhiping and navigation, and the pro- 
* moters were ſenſible of the great advantages ſucceeding ages would 
receive, provided the ſame application was uſed: but the preſent age 
is fo far unacquainted with the cauſe of the encreaſe of our riches 
that they rather interrupt than encourage it, and, inſtead of enlarg- 
ing, lay hold of ſome ſmall trifling things, which they think may 
touch their private intereſt, rather than promote the general good; 


and if they think any commodity from the plantations interferes with 


ſomething we have at home, ſome haſty ſtep is taken to prevent it; 


ſo that for the ſake of ſaving a penny w. ten gebar r of 


N "ug of a thouſand times the value. 
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44 This ma will 1070 to any nin, nation,” if the perſons 


« If we examine into the circutnſignces of the iohohitants of our 
&. plantations, and our own, it will” appear that not one-fourth part of 
their product redounds to their own profit; for out of all that comes 
g here they only carry back cloathing and other accommodations for 
# « their families, all which is of the manufacture and merchandize 5 
of this kingdom.” After obſerving that “ the number of ſailors 
#4 : | « and other tradeſmen, who have all their dependance upon this traffic, 
„ gare prodigouſly great ;” and mentioning a few other things, he re- 


o 1 10 who haye the regulation. of the commerte do not underſtand it well 
* . caough. to diſtinguiſh nicely between. thoſe channels by which the 
iſ | « riches flow in upon them, and thoſe. that carry them away; and 
- therefore when things are carried into a wrong. channel by. ſome of 
5 « the planters, merchants are afraid to mention thoſe diſorders for ſear | 
. the remedy ſhou'd prove worſe than the diſeaſe, The gentlemen that 
e wou' d judge of thoſe things ought to inform themſeſyes what this 
je nation was 1 50 years ago, how we have encreaſed in riches fince that 
la- 9 time, what price corn, cattle and land bore then, and what now⸗ 
4 FT < and what concurring circumſtances have put. us in ſo flouriſhing a 
= | e condition, who were then ſo inconſiderable j in trade that even London, 
he < the.metropolis of this kingdom, made but a ſmall figure to what 
os 66 Bruges, Antwerp, and other Hans towns did, as well as the beat 
ny cities in the Mediterranean. 
of | 


* | | commends * to ſuch gentlemen as are guardians of the trade of the na- 
5 that our own intereſt is not miſtaken for that of the planters; 
- i. « for every reſtraint and difficulty put upon our trade with them makes 
© | „them have recourſe to their own products, which they manufacture; 


" | | a thing of great conſequence to us, and ought to be guarded againſt,” 

3 The richer the colonies are the more they can and will conſume a 

8 trade for, and the more they will daily encreaſe the riches and naval | 
ſtrength of this kingdom; this having been the caſe ever ſince their 


b ſettlement ; and the ſtronger their attachment to their mother country, 
3 | heretofore remarkable for its pleafing ardour, will be, the cheerfulneſs 
nh | and mutual benefits of every connexion, dependance, or obedience 
. © being the chief ſtrength of it: in ſhort, every ſubſtantial -and durable 
vn | good which could be received from the colonies the kingdom had en- 


Joyed many years, and poſſeſſed the ſame, with their good will, when 
their tax · maſter, wanting the te comprehenſive knowledge of 
the 
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T 10 930 : 

the ſources of the welch wad naval ſtrength of the empire, 101 of * 
nature, ſtate, and public benefits of the colonies, and of their civil 
rights, eſtabliſhed upon the wiſdom of as able men as this or any other 
kingdom ever produced, in conſequence of his want of that prepara- 
tory meaſure of knowledge which enables a man to judge aright of all 
the parts of his ſubjeQ, and to diſcern the difference between good 
and bad counſels, he was ſo fond of his errors and innovations that he 
was no more to be moved by the voice of truth than the mountains are 1 
by the winds that paſs over them; and unhappily in this caſe, as in 
that of ſuperſtition, the wiſe following the unwiſe, he introduced a 
new mode of governing the colonies fo grievous to them, and fo pre- 
Judicial to the true permanent intereſt of this kingdom, and fo dange- 


| Tous to both, that I know no language ſufficient to os as the evils of | 
Its nature, tendency, and operations. 
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